
THE SAGUARO 
SPIRIT

The Monthly Newsletter of Saguaro Christian Church

F E BRUARY  2 0 1 9  |  I S S U E  1

"Behold! I 
make all 
things new."
8302 E. Broadway Blvd.

Tucson, AZ 85710

(520) 296-5901

www.saguarocc.org

 

 

"How do we fight through all the white noise, competing 

interests, shortened attention spans in order to best tell the story 

of Saguaro...especially in this moment of newness as a kitchen is 

constructed, new people continue to find depth and safety in 

our voice and community, and the world rapidly changes 

around us?"

 

That question hung in the room as Kelley, Fran, the church 

leadership and I looked at each other. Saguaro is special, 

but frequent comments left us wondering if there was a 

more effective way to communicate, one that would be 

meaningful to both a first-time visitor with no church 

experience and a church partner of 30 years. This was no 

easy task.

 

After considerable research, we created the monthly you 

now hold which seeks to tell the story of Saguaro through 

the lens of our core values: sacred, missional, 

intergenerational and inclusive. Is it perfect? Probably not. 

We do think it paints a much clearer picture of the 

blessing of Saguaro and at the end of the day that's the 

most important thing we can do. Feel free to share your 

thoughts as we all live into the newness that God is 

ushering in among us.

 

Other articles in 
this issue
Kitchen Updates - pg. 3

2018 Financial Review - pg. 6



Intentionally 
Sacred
 

 

Sundays @
8am

Chapel
 

9am
Palo Verde 

Service
 

11am
Traditional

Get Connected
Join our Wednesday night music 

ministry in the following ways:

 

Hand Bells @ 6pm

 

Chancel Choir @ 7pm

 

Shelter @ 8pm

(Participation in the praise band 

requires a conversation with Keith 

Koster, Director of Worship)

 

For other opportunities to get 

connected in the life of Saguaro, 

check out our website: 

www.saguarocc.org/vistors-

overview

LEANING INTO DISCOMFORT: A SERMON 

SERIES

The Sundays between Christmas and Easter are 

often treated with a certain "fly-over" disrespect 

as if the only part of Christ's story that matters 

is the beginning and the crucifixion. The heart 

of our Christian identity is formed in these 

chapters, however. For the next few weeks, we 

are going to look at the challenges we face 

when we lean into that newness of our 

Christian hope. Join us.

 

SAGUARO EXPERIENCE

A three-week  journey geared towards 

newcomers who want to learn more about 

Saguaro's mission, history and hope.

SUNDAYS @ 10am (February 3, 10, & 17)

LOCATION: Conference Room (Admin Building)

 

SOUL SPARKS

A web-based resource, identified by Dawna 

Peterson, a professional Spiritual Director, for 

helping deepen one's spiritual life.

LOCATION: www.spiritualityandpractice.com

COSTS: free

We hold in prayer...

 

Krisiti Ingram, Casey Stockdale, 

Dodie Kriho, Jean Hendrix, Shirley 

Heaphy, Iris Carson, Annell 

Gooden, Maxine Hunt, Karen 

Absalom, June Phillips, Barbara 

Miranda, Marilyn Hanson, Rylan 

McNamara, & Terri Elliott



EMERGENCY ACTION: FEDERAL WORKER 

FOOD DRIVE

Our partner, Community Food Bank of 

Southern Arizona, is collecting non-

perishable food items to alleviate the 

economic insecurity from the recent 

government shutdown. 

DAILY @ 9am-4pm (February)

LOCATION: Narthex 

 

"VAN FOR KIA" - $28,829.80!!

A local group of do-gooders, including 

many from Saguaro, organized a 

gofundme drive to help provide an 

accessible van for Kia Meyer.

GOAL: $32,000

POC: Stewart Bagwell or Gwen Elbert

Intentionally 
Missional
On January 27th, Saguaro shared in a blessing of the 

start of construction on our community kitchen. This is 

a passion project twenty years in the making. After a 

successful capital campaign early in 2018 and a 

necessary redesign, we are thrilled to see this project 

moving. The first phase was abatement and 

preparation of the electrical grid. Within the next few 

weeks, there will be further demolition. The 

expectation is that this project will be completed by 

early summer 2019. For a behind the scenes look at 

construction, follow the project on the church's 

facebook page. 

Oh mortal, what does 
the Lord require of you; 
To act justly, and to 
love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God

Get Connected
Join our ongoing missional ministry in the 

following ways:

 

Caridad Community Dinner @ 5:30pm, 

Wednesdays

(help serve a free community dinner to 

those in need)

 

Blessings in Backpack @ 9:15am, 

Wednesdays

(help provide weekend meals to local 

children in need)

 

Primavera Men's Shelter @ 12:00pm, two 

Sundays a month

(help cook breakfast for a local men's 

homeless shelter)

 

POWWOW @ 7am, 4th Saturday

(help distribute affordable health food to the 

community)

 

Elder Pantry @ Office Hours, Daily

(help pack a days worth of food for those in 

need)

 

For other opportunities to get connected in 

the life of Saguaro, check out our website: 

www.saguarocc.org/vistors-overview



We have a fantastic nursery available 

during all of our worship services. 

 

Worship & Wonder is our worship 

opportunity for young children.

Through an engaging Bible story, deep 

wondering questions, a thoughtful 

activity & dedicated volunteers we help 

worship come alive for our children in 

the same sanctuary where the parents 

worship. This ministry happens Sundays 

during our 11am worship service. 

 

Artful Worship is a coloring space that 

allows children to make art and noise 

and whatever the spirit moves them to 

do. It is located within the sanctuary 

during the 9am worship service.

 

Children and all their noises and questions 

are welcome. They are never a disruption, 

only a blessing.

 

Intentionally 
Intergenerational
This is where age and stage is woven within the 

balance of the messy-ness of being church 

together. This is accomplished through specific 

age-based ministries AND the 

interconnectedness of shared life. We value this 

messiness of all ages worshiping, serving, 

growing and giving together. This creates a space 

for all the generations to learn from each other 

and serve each other.

SUNDAY FUNDAY

An intentional Christian Education time for 

all ages. 

SUNDAYS @ 10:05-10:55am

TOPIC: Surprising Stories

LOCATION: Room adjacent to the Temporary 

Kitchen

 

ADULT EDUCATION

Explore the Gospel of John in relationship to 

change in our lives. 

SUNDAYS @ 10:00-11:00am

LOCATION: Library

 

PRIME TIMERS (a group for retired souls): 

Tour the Titan Missile Museum

FEBRUARY 21 @ 7:45am 

COST - $10:50

Sabino Canyon Program-"Candid Critters of 

the Catalina's" Carpool from church 

MARCH 21 @ 10:15am

 

 

 

 

  

Children and 
Worship 

Intergenerational ministry is like 
finger painting, colors mesh together, 
to create a beautiful, interconnected 

picture, at its best a picture that 
can’t be fully defined.



Recently, the Saguaro Sol gathered. For those new to 

our community, The Saguaro Sol meeting is a think-

tank inspired, spiritually centered process by which 

our community of faith creates every part of our 

church life. This process creates programs, sermon 

series, events and educational classes all born of the 

spirit which guides this gathering. This time is 

completely open to everyone. The goal is to bring 

people around a table who want to help our faith 

community live into our values of sacred, missional, 

intergenerational and inclusive.

 

At our last gathering of the Saguaro Sol, we met the 

challenge of embracing the newness around our 

community of faith. This month, we will seek to weave 

this reality into all that we do at Saguaro. You should 

come share in this experience on February 19th @ 

6:30pm.

 

 

 

Intentionally 
Inclusive
 

 

Good News! TUSD Board  passed a 
resolution declaring support for 
mental health services in their 
schools after testimony from students 
on the challenge of mental health 
within their lives.

Join our ongoing efforts for creating 

a just and equitable community in 

the following ways:

 

Recovery (substance abuse 

support) @ 7pm, Mondays, Library

 

Adult Coloring Time @ 7pm, 

February 25, Conference Room

 

PRIDE @ seasonal

(help plan Saguaro's involvement 

with the biggest LGBT celebration 

and information fair)

 

For other opportunities to get 

connected in the life of Saguaro, 

check out our website: 

www.saguarocc.org/vistors-

overview

Get Connected

SELFI (PHOTO) DAY!
We love the inclusivity and diversity of all the 
souls of Saguaro and we want to help 
everyone learn names and faces, so we are 
hosting a selfie day to update the photo wall 
outside of the restrooms.
FEBRUARY 10 @ 8am, 9am and 11am
POC: Terry Bagwell (she will be the one 
wearing Mickey Mouse ears)
 
MONTHLY SUPPER CLUB
All are invited to join in a 4 month gathering 
centered around the table in order to create 
friendships.
LOCATION: Narthex
POC: Bobbie Butler and Diana Place
 
COMING SOON: NAMI MENTAL HEALTH 
SUPPORT GROUPS
There is a void of mental health resources 
available in East Tucson and so Saguaro is 
going to help.



Gratitude and 
Generosity 
2018 was a banner financial year! Thank you!

 

At the beginning of 2018 we set an ambitious 

goal for our ministry at a cost of $430K and we 

collected $450K. We decided on a story to 

stretch how Saguaro is Saguaro. We met all our 

goals as multitudes were fed, generations were 

connected and our times of worship welcomed 

18 new covenantal partners into the life of the 

church, even as we waited for construction to 

begin on our community kitchen..

 

We met the challenge of a Capital Campaign 

and stuck together as external factors forced 

their will on our project. We extended ourselves 

in new, inclusive ways within the LGBTQ and 

refugee community. We created hospitality 

among our denomination at the Regional 

Assembly and led the denomination's voice on 

the family separation crisis along the border. 

The Brady endowment touched the lives of 

individuals around the globe.

 

We did all of this without dipping into our 

reserves, even over the summer which was a 

first in 15 years, and building back our 

emergency fund which was used in 2016. Here's 

a breakdown of how all these monies were 

spent in the life of the church.

 

 

 

Financial Rating:
 

EXCELLENT

 

 
 

Sacred
39%

Missional
33%

Intergenerational
28%

Capital Campaign Update
$570,000

With the construction starting, we are dependent on the 

pledges you made.

Christmas Special Offering Received
$1521.00

(Supports Regional Church Ministries)

2018 Financial Distribution 

The church's financial health is a combination of many 

factors, which often is condensed to the previous 

month's income and expenses. This rarely captures the 

full picture of a dynamic church.

 

At Saguaro, we created a financial analytic that 

measures the church's income, expense, cash flow, 

pledged outreach contributions met, Sol ministry 

objectives achieved and personnel payroll met.

 

Here's how we determine if a variable is met:

 

INCOME - sufficient giving satisfied expenses without 

requiring usage of emergency cash reserve

 

EXPENSES - expenses fall within a +/- 10 percent margin 

of YTD expectations

 

CASH FLOW - current liquidity is sufficient for bills

 

OUTREACH CONTRIBUTIONS - church met pledged 

obligations to outreach organizations

 

SOL OBJECTIVES - church achieved set upon Sol 

Gathering ministry objectives for the life of the church

 

PERSONNEL- church met payroll obligations

 

If the church meets 6 of these benchmarks in a month, 

then Saguaro receives a rating of EXCELLENT.

 

If the church meets 4-5 of these benchmarks in a 

month, then Saguaro receives a rating of GOOD.

 

If the church meets less than 4 of these benchmarks, 

then Saguaro receives a rating of POOR.

 

There will always be a short description to take account 

of the changes in the church's monthly rating.

 

Remember: all financial ledgers are available in the 

office.



Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) General and Regional 
News

Church Camp!

The AZ Region Church Camp has new dates, a new 

camp and new age groups available. Still in Prescott, 

the camp is located at Emmanuel Pines from July 

16-21, and it is now open to grades 1st to 12th grades.

INFO: http://azdisciples.org/ministries/youth-

children.

POC: Rev. Jay Deskins

 

Regional Minister Search Continues

The Search Team for the next Regional Minister of 

Arizona is beginning the interview phase. This is 

important. Stay tuned and keep them in your 

prayers.

 

General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ)

This is an important gathering of the whole church 

filled with worship, education and inspiration.

LOCATION: Des Moines, IA @ July 20-24

REGISTER: www.ga.disciples.org

 

Saguaro Infant Care and Pre-
School

February is an amazing month for SICP! We 

want the children to see the power of love 

in all that they do, modeling the words of 

Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. that we learned 

about last month. We will have helpers from 

the community like a police officer and 

others. We are always looking for volunteers 

to help read to our children or help soothe 

babies.

Reminder: We are closed February 21-22 for 

Rodeo Week.

Sol Food Initiatives 

Things are happening with Saguaro's new 

nonprofit dedicated to eliminating food 

insecurity and managing the partnerships of the 

community kitchen. Matt Sipos was hired as 

Director of Community Outreach and the Board 

met to set out its priorities during the 

construction. Grants continue to be written. This 

is beautiful, exciting work.

 

Tucson Community Connections

We celebrate with Interfaith Community 

Services, one of our community partners, at the 

selection of their new CEO, Thomas McKinney. 

Our prayers are with you.

 Saguaro Community Board vs 
Monthly Newsletter

The monthly newsletter is dedicated to material 

that the church created, partnered and will host. 

 

We know that many of you are involved in 

amazing things within the community. We 

want to support those efforts. We have created 

a highly visible community board in the 

Narthex for you to share those items. Office 

approval is required to place items on this 

board. 

 




