
A MESSAGE FROM OWEN ~ ~ ~ 

Community Kitchen Updates! 
 

The sinks and ovens arrived this week for the temporary kitchen for SICP.  This is 
huge.  We are moving over the remaining refrigeration units, table, food and 
supplies.  Then we just need to have the health department sign off on the 
temporary kitchen. 
 

After the approval, the next step will be abatement of the old kitchen.  This is 
required before official groundbreaking.  Presently, we are still scheduled to 
break ground sometime between the 21st and 25th of January.  Stay tuned.  We 
are getting closer. 
 

Also, in the recent congregational meeting, I failed to communicate that 
Saguaro will be receiving $15K in income from two partnerships: the Great Plate 
(the NBA grantee) and the Senior Core Initiative (a partnership of the 
Community Food Bank of Southern AZ).  The Board of Directors for Saguaro will 
need to decide to use it either for the kitchen loan or general operating budget.  
As the kitchen is built and more programs begin, we expect this trend in income 
and gifts from community partners to continue. 
 

As a reminder, starting in February, we will move from a weekly publication to a 
monthly publication.  It will be about an 8 page publication including the 
monthly calendar.  Each week, you can still count on, as needed, reminder 
emails for the various subgroups and leaders within the church.  Putting out a 
weekly takes a lot of time and we need to free up that time next year. 
 
ONE DISCIPLES FAMILY, FOUR MEMBERS, FOUR FAITHS TAUGHT BY TIM 
SWINDLE – Over the course of three weeks (January 13, 20, 27), we will discuss 
how growing up in Disciples of Christ congregations led to four distinctly 
different faith paths for four people.  The people are my family, but I think they 
highlight certain key questions, so bring your stories, too.  This class will be held 
in the Saguaro Room and/or Conference Room (depending on construction) at 
10:00 a.m. 

 Week one:  The minister.  What inspires someone to become deeply 
committed to the church? 

 Week two:  The Buddhist and the Southern Baptist.  While the Disciples 
serve as a bridge for some, they serve as a launching point for others.  
Why do people move toward, or away from, the Disciples? 

 Week three:  The scientist (that’s me).  How does being a scientist fit 
with religion? 
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Saturday, 1/5 

 
 
Sunday, 1/6 
Library Open 
Regular Services at 9, 10 & 11 

 
 
Monday, 1/7 
 
 
Tuesday, 1/8 
NO BOARD MEETING 
 
 
Wednesday, 1/9 
9:15 am – Blessings in a 
Backpack 
12:00 pm – Brown Bag 
5:30 pm – Community Dinner 
6:00 pm – Saguaro Ringers 
7:00 pm - Choir 
8:00 pm - Shelter 
 
Thursday, 1/10 

 
 
Friday, 1/11 
 
 
Saturday, 1/12 

 
 
Sunday, 12/13 
Library Open 
Regular Services at 9, 10 & 11 
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Rev. Jay Deskins 
Arizona Regional Youth and 

Children’s Minister 

If you are able to attend the Midwinter Retreat at Camp Pinerock in Prescott, AZ 

– Saguaro will pay one-half of the registration fee. 

Rev. Jay Deskins 

Arizona Regional Youth &  
Children’s Minister 

 

If you plan to attend the Midwinter Retreat at Camp Pinerock in Prescott, 

Saguaro Christian Church will pay one-half of the registration fee through the 

Brady Camp Fund.   

DEADLINE TO PAY IS JANUARY 7 

Please see Kelley Dick for registration information 
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           SERVICES FOR SUNDAY, January 6                 SCRIPTURES: 
8:00 a.m. – Chapel      Psalm 72:  1-7; 10-14 NRSV – Jeff Sims 
 9:00 a.m. – Contemporary Worship   SERMON SCRIPTURE: 
 Elder:  Mike Aaker     Matthew 2: 1-12  NRSV 

  11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship 
  Elder:  K C Estes (Offering)   SERMON TITLE:  “Those Who Wonder” 
  Elder:  Michael Cleveland (Communion) 
       Children’s Moment:  Michelle Gusick  Home Communion:  Gwen & Mike Elbert 
  Acolyte:  The Madsen Brothers    

Property Person on-call:  Dave Crobbe 
 

 

NO SUNDAY FUNDAY UNTIL JAN 20 when we create some winter science fun with Judy!  Stay tuned!  
 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
 WEEK OF JANUARY 21 – Construction is scheduled to begin 

 SATURDAY, JANUARY 26, from 8 – 11 am – POW WOW 

 MONDAY, JANUARY 28 – Adult Coloring Time, Conference Room 

 FEBRUARY 1-3 – Midwinter Youth Retreat at Camp Pinerock (Register here: http://azdisciples.org/midwinter2019/  

 SUNDAYS, FEBRUARY 3, 10, 17 – Saguaro Experience classes 
 

WEEKLY PRAYER LIST 
 ONGOING HEALTH CONCERNS:  Dick Immel’s daughter, Kristi Ingram; Dodie Kriho, Jean Hendrix, Shirley Heaphy; 

Marilyn Hanson; Iris Carson; Annell Gooden; Leon Moore; Pat Easter’s brother; Ann Olsen, friend of Jay Deskins’ 
mother; Joan Rigsby, mother of Emily Chandler; John & Lori Larson; John Rhodes; Dan Hicks’ cousin, Neta Hicks; 
Linda Church, mother of Betsy Church; Pat Barnes;  Maxine and Lee Hunt; Pam Rexroat, sister of Ken Shearer; 
June Phillips, mother of Sarah Beth Ansell; Rick Chandler, Owen’s father; Erin Sebert; Barbara Miranda; Mrs. 
Sanchez, Barbara Miranda’s mother; Joe Chitty; Cece Terry; Dean Carson; Karen Absalom; Malika Tazi’s family 
(Finn, Jackie, Bill, Kathy & Ellis); Friends of Terri Elliott:  Kathy, Barbara 

  

 NATION:  Immigrant families still separated; Fires in CA; Hurricane victims throughout. 

  

 WORLD:  World State of Affairs; Civil unrest in Nicaragua. 

 

 

PAYMENT IS DUE JANUARY 7 FOR MID WINTER RETREAT 
SEE KELLEY DICK FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 
 

http://azdisciples.org/midwinter2019/


 

THE BROWN BAG BOOK CLUB, which meets most Wednesdays at noon in the Conference Room, recently watched the 
movie, “I Can Only Imagine”, which was based on a true story.  The band featured in the story was ‘Mercy Me’.  They will 
be performing at the Gila River Arena in Glendale on April 4.  Tickets range from $15 to $95. 
 
ELDER PANTRY – The Pantry is low on canned meats (tuna, chicken, etc.) and also canned fruits.  In addition, we can 
always use peanut butter, pasta, rice, canned or dry beans, canned vegetables, soups (not broth) and pasta sauce.  Bring 
one item or a bag full.  No one should go hungry! 
 
SAGUARO INFANT CARE & PRESCHOOL is looking for volunteers to help in the classrooms, to read to children, to rock 
babies etc.  The only requirements are a desire to help, the ability to follow directions, and a willingness to get a 
fingerprint card which SICP will pay for.  If you are interested, please call or email Director Tanima Lawrence, 298-4765, 
tlawrence@saguarochristian.org 
 
ARE YOU SEEKING WAYS TO GET MORE INVOLVED AND GIVE BACK WHILE MAKING A DIFFERENCE THIS YEAR?  One of 
the community groups that our congregation partners with is the Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network (TIHAN), which 
helps people in our community who have HIV.  Volunteers are the heart and soul of TIHAN, and they have a Volunteer 
Orientation scheduled for Tuesday morning, January 15, 2019.  TIHAN has many volunteer opportunities, including front 
desk support (Operations Assistant), Link Specialist (connecting people with resources of support), Community 
Ambassadors (tabling at events), and much more.  To get more information about these and other volunteer roles for 
which TIHAN is recruiting, go to www.TIHAN.org; click on "Volunteer," then on "Volunteer Opportunities." You can also 

contact them at VolunteerCoordinator@tihan.org or 520-299-6647.  Advance registration is required in order to attend 
the Volunteer Orientation, so contact them soon.  Volunteer Orientations are held every two months. 

 

NAMI OF SOUTHERN ARIZONA ANNOUNCES ENROLLMENT IN FAMILY TO FAMILY, a course for individuals who have a 
loved one living with a mental illness (family of choice, not necessarily biological), will begin a 12-week course on January 
16 and goes through April 3.  This course teaches important coping skills, factual information about various illnesses and 
encourages support.  There is no charge.  For further information contact Judy at 520-622-5582 or 
email: jkowalich@namisa.org.  
 

HAVE YOU EVER STEPPED INTO OUR MEMORIAL GARDEN?  Feel free to do so any Sunday when it is open.  It is a 
peaceful, sacred part of our campus.  It is located on the northeast side of the Sanctuary and is primarily a repository for 
the cremains (cremated remains) of loved ones who have been part of and who have served Saguaro Christian Church, in 
the name of Christ.  But, it is also meant to be a place where the lonely can come to find comfort, a place where the 
sorrowing can come to find assurance, and the thoughtful can come to think on the wondrous works of God.  If you 
would like more information about the Memorial Garden, there are brochures in the Narthex on the south wall. 
 

DID YOU KNOW THAT MARIE AND ALLAN BRADY, LONG-TIME MEMBERS OF SAGUARO, set up an Endowment for the 
Church prior to their deaths.  Each quarter, funds are received to help in many ways: 

 Youth Ministry – to be used in the intergenerational program 

 Camp Fund – helps to provide funds to send children and youth to camps, conferences, and retreats 

 Scholarship Fund – students may apply for funding to help with college tuition, books, etc. 

 Outreach Fund – grants are awarded for areas including neighborhood, community, new church development, 
etc. 

 Church Life – to help with long-range planning, leadership development, special events 

 Capital Fund – support building maintenance Memorial Garden upkeep, and other capital needs that the church 
deems necessary 

Saguaro Christian Church is very blessed to have had people like Marie and Allan Brady to help with the future of our 
church. 

 
O 
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PRAYING FOR OUR MISSIONARIES – Please be in prayer for our missionaries serving through Global 
Ministries.  During the week of January 6, we lift up Cara McKinney in Mexico.  For more information 
regarding our missionaries, overseas partners, or how you can make a difference, visit:  
www.globalministries.org 
 

UPDATE ON GOFUNDME CAMPAIGN FOR “VAN FOR KIA”: 
Our current total is $17,531.14 

Please watch the short video (49 seconds): https://www.gofundme.com/help-kia-buy-an-adapted-van   
Or you may give cash or a check made payable to either:  

Stewart Bagwell or Gwen Elbert (Do NOT make it payable to Saguaro CC) 
 If you prefer to write a check, please write “Kia” in the Memo. 

Please donate whatever you can. Share this link with your friends and family. Take it viral.    
We will keep you informed of the progress. 

Fran Johnson, Terry Bagwell, Stewart Bagwell, Dick Immel, Pat Sutton,  
Gwen Elbert, Michael Elbert, Owen Chandler, and Kelley Dick. 

 
 

 Thought FOR THE WEEK  
 

 
 

Instagram:  saguarochristianchurch             Facebook:  Saguaro Christian Church 
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Sunday, January 6:  Epiphany 

http://www.globalministries.org/
https://www.gofundme.com/help-kia-buy-an-adapted-van

