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I know many people run to the hills when summer

approaches as the temperatures make that inevitable

climb to 100 + degrees, but I like the summers here.

 

The heat creates space in the day to day calendar for

special opportunities and renewed perspectives.  The

best example of this is the upcoming Agape Trip, which

you can read more about within this monthly. 

 

The summer is also a time to welcome guest speakers

and hear of the wisdom they bring. We are fortunate to

welcome a workshop on suicide prevention/intervention

and to hear a valuable sermon on the gift of spiritual

discernment by Dawna Petersen. 

 

The summer is also a time of exploration. The Elders are

forming new Care Response Teams to increase the

church's pastoral care response to difficult health and

life events.  We will also look at enhanced ways of

showing hospitality to visitors.  Summer is a good time

to be Saguaro.

 

 

Be sure to take an
in-depth look...
Simply Golden Success - pg. 2

Nogales Agape Trips - pg. 3



Intentionally
Sacred
 

 

Sundays @
8am

Chapel
 

9am
Palo Verde

Service
 

11am
Traditional

Get Connected
Join our Wednesday night music

ministry in the following ways:

 

Hand Bells @ 6pm

 

Chancel Choir @ 7pm

 

Shelter @ 8pm

(Participation in the praise band

requires a conversation with 

Keith Koster, Director of Worship)

 

For other opportunities to get

connected in the life of Saguaro,

check out our website:

www.saguarocc.org/visitors-

overview 

Offering is a sacred time in

worship. It is during this

moment where we offer

ourselves up in service to God.

We give freely of our time, and

our resources. It is a beautiful

part of worship where we are

reminded how connected we

are, and that our gifts, large

and small, truly matter. 

 

 

 

 

 

We hold in prayer...

Jeff Stern, Dick Wilkins, Pat Sutton,

Casey Stockdale, Dodie Kriho, Jean

Hendrix, Iris & Dean Carson, Annell

Gooden, Maxine Hunt, Karen Absalom,

June Phillips, Barbara Miranda, Marilyn

Hanson, Rylan McNamara, Terri Elliott,

Renee Farley, Melissa McKenzie and 

Dennis & Connie Mohne

WOODEN OFFERING COINS 

With new ways of giving we recognize that often not

everyone has something to place in the offering tray

during worship. Many give online, have their offering

deducted automatically, schedule their giving monthly,

quarterly, etc. Beginning May 12 we will have a basket of

wooden coins in the entry way of the Sanctuary. We

invite you to take a coin and place it in the offering tray

during worship.

July Sermon Series Input Needed!

In July, Kelley and Owen will renew a favorite

sermon series "I've Got a Question!" This is where we

take questions that are submitted by the

congregation and craft worship experiences and

sermons. We cannot always promise that your

question will be selected, but it is a fun way of

creating ideas centered in your spiritual curiosity. 

 

 

Thank You!

The ministers, staff and church leaders want to thank

you all for a meaningful Lent and powerful Easter.

Each service of worship or event took a myriad of

volunteers, prayers and effort. This year created some

unique challenges due to the kitchen project, but

everyone was flexible and faithful.

 
 



Intentionally
Missional

AGAPE TRIP 2019

Saguaro's partnership with Comunidad Familiar

Cristiana and Casa Builders in Nogales is growing

and deepening. 

WE ARE SOOOOO EXCITED! 

 

We had a wonderful first Agape trip of 2019! 

 

Our next opportunity to go to Nogales is June 2nd-

7th,  We will leave following worship on June 2nd, 

 This trip is open to anyone 5 years or older.  Cost is

$100 which covers everything, 

 

RSVP TO KELLEY BY MAY 19TH

rev.kelleydick@saguarochristian.org 

 

AGAPE TRIP MEETING

MAY 23rd @ 6:30PM 

 

Each opportunity and trip is meant to be accessible

to any age or ability (passport required). 

 

Future Dates: 

Week Long:  Nov 14-19

Day Trips: Aug 18

 

 

 

Love one another as I have
loved you. 
 

Get Connected
Join our ongoing missional ministry in the

following ways:

 

Caridad Community Dinner @ 5:30 pm,

Wednesdays

(help serve a free community dinner to

those in need)

 

Blessings in a Backpack @ 9:15 am,

Wednesdays

(help provide weekend meals to local

children in need)

 

Primavera Men's Shelter @ 12:00 pm, two

Sundays a month

(help cook breakfast for a 

local men's homeless shelter)

 

POW-WOW @ 7:30 am, 4th Saturday

(help distribute affordable health food 

to the community)

 

Elder's Pantry @ Office Hours, Daily

(help pack a days worth of food 

for those in need)

 

For other opportunities to get connected in

the life of Saguaro, check out our website:

www.saguarocc.org/vistors-overview

 Meet Eva Acosta and Luis Flores.

They have 5 children ranging from 5-

17 years old. Kevin (5 years old), Maria

(13 years old), Rosario (14 years old)

Leon Rafael (15 years old) and Sofia (

17 years old).  They are the recipient

of the 5th home from Casa Builders

and Comunidad Familiar Cristiana. 

 

Simply Golden: Simply a Success!

Last winter, Saguaro and the our new nonprofit, Sol Food

Initiatives, were invited into a partnership to address

hunger among vulnerable senior populations with the

Community Food Bank of So. AZ. 

 

Part of the process was to fashion potential prototypes for

programs which include the very individuals meant to

receive them. From this experience, Simply Golden was

created.   

 

Simply Golden is a culinary project that helps seniors not

only learn how to cook healthy meals, but also share

those meals within their peer group (cont.on PG. 6)  

 
 



We have a fantastic nursery available with a

fantastic Mrs Barb as our care provider. You may

choose to have your kid in the nursery or not,

we welcome children of all ages in worship

space. 

 

Worship & Wonder is our worship opportunity

for young children.

 

Through an engaging Bible story, deep

wondering questions, a thoughtful activity &

dedicated volunteers, we help worship come

alive for our children in the same sanctuary

where the parents and caregivers worship. This

ministry happens Sundays during our 11 am

worship service. 

 

Worshipful Art is a coloring space that allows

children to make art and noise and whatever

the spirit moves them to do. It is located within

the sanctuary during the 9 am worship service.

 

Children and all their noises and questions are

welcome. They are never a disruption, only a

blessing.

 

Intentionally
Intergenerational
This is where age and stage is woven within the

balance of the messy-ness of being church together.

This is accomplished through specific age-based

ministries AND the interconnectedness of shared life.

We value this messiness of all ages worshiping,

serving, growing and giving together. This creates a

space for all the generations to learn from each other

and serve each other.

SUNDAY FUNDAY

Sundays 10am in room 5

May 5- Let's go for a treasure hunt. Try your hand at

Geocaching

May 12- People people  people

May 19- Olympic Festivities 

 

We will not meet over the summer. 

 

 

ADULT EDUCATION: 

Stay tuned for special Christian education

opportunities over the course of the summer. We will

be exploring some new ways of connecting with one

another. Kelley is going to the Intergenerate

Conference this month, she is sure to bring back tons

of ideas! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children and
Worship 

Intergenerational ministry is like finger painting,

colors mesh together, to create a beautiful,

interconnected picture, at its best, a picture that

can’t be fully defined."

We welcomed Matt Sipos into the life of Saguaro. He

became a covenantal partner (member). He is seen

here with his fan club.
 

 



BETTER TOGETHER:  FAMILY & FRIENDS SUPPORT

GROUP

Are you living with/loving someone who has a

mental illness?  Are you interested in sharing

resources, support and community with others

who also loves someone who struggles with

mental health?  This is a place where we can come

together to help one another.  We gather to find

new ways to communicate, to deal with

challenges, and to bolster your family.  We also

make space to care for ourselves.  You will find that

your family is not alone.  Mental illness is a medical

illness like any other. There is HOPE.  Recovery is

POSSIBLE

BETTER TOGETHER:  FAMILY & FRIENDS SUPPORT

GROUP MEETING

Date:  May 15

Time:  6:00 - 7:30 pm

Location:  Library

 

BETTER ANGELS WORKSHOP

A national movement to encourage conversation

between people across the political spectrum

Date:  May 18

Time:  9:30am -5:00pm.  

Contact Michelle at:  michellegusick@hotmail.com

 

 

 

 

Intentionally
Inclusive
 

 

“Friendship is always a sweet
responsibility, never an opportunity.
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Khalil Gibran  
 

Join our ongoing efforts for creating a just

and equitable community in the following

ways:

 

Recovery (substance abuse support) @ 7

pm, Mondays, Library

 

Adult Coloring Time- NONE IN MAY.  

NEXT UP:  JUNE 24, 7pm 

Conference Room

 

PRIDE @ seasonal

(help plan Saguaro's involvement with the

biggest LGBTQ+ celebration and

information fair)

 

For other opportunities to get connected

in the life of Saguaro, check out our

website: www.saguarocc.org/vistors-

overview

Get Connected

 

 

"VAN FOR KIA" - $29,044.80!!

A local group of do-gooders, including many from

Saguaro, organized a gofundme drive to help

provide an accessible van for Kia Meyer.

GOAL: $32,000

CONTACT: Stewart Bagwell or Gwen Elbert

 

GREETING CARDS NEEDED!

Barbara Miranda is our "card sender".  She works

hard to send birthday, anniversary and other cards

during the year.  We are in need of greeting cards, 

 

BRADY SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DUE

Application forms are in the office and are due May

15.  There are two forms:  "New" and "Renewal".  These

forms are for the 2019-20 school year.

 

SUICIDE PREVENTION TRAINING SafeTALK 

Saturday June 1st 

9am-12pm

Must be at least 15 years old. 

Space is limited 

RSVP: Fran@SaguaroChristian.org or sign up in the

Narthex

 

Owen was a panelist on an interfaith discussion

on death and dying. The event was hosted by

Interfaith Community Services and the UA's

Southwest Folklife Alliance.



Gratitude and
Generosity 

Saguaro Christian is grateful for your continued

financial support. Our prayer is that you see your gifts

at work every day both on our campus and within our

world. In May, your generosity will help prepare for all

the summer programming.

 

We hope to offer a walk through tour of the kitchen's

progress. Demolition is almost complete and the next

6 weeks will be times of massive construction and

transformation. Included on this page are snapshots

of the progress.

 

BRADY OUTREACH AWARD

$9,700 to Casa Alitas - Liz McMahon, Director of

Development writes: "Thank you for hearing the plight

of the migrant families and responding with the

donation of $9700 for the Alitas program.  God bless

you and your congregation."

 

DISCIPLES MISSION FUND

$5,000 has been sent to Disciples Mission Fund

through May - as approved in the budget.  The

budgeted amount for the year is $10,000.

 

EASTER SPECIAL OFFERING

$3,031 has been sent to Disciples Mission Fund for the

Easter Special Offering. Thank you for your generosity!

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial Rating:
 

EXCELLENT

 

 
 

Your faithful generosity continues to amaze as we

prepare for the summer months with elevated utility

costs.

 

The church's financial health continues to be excellent

as your financial giving exceeds all of our obligations

and hopes. Thank You! 

 

Remember: all financial ledgers are available in the

office.

The Fellowship Hall is beginning its

transformation. Here is the start of the new

bathrooms and dry goods storage.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE

$540,624.29 Pledges and other donations

$261,878.75 Received to date from pledges (we are in

our second year of pledging)

 

With construction ongoing now, we are dependent

on the pledges you made for this project. 

 

Simply Golden (continued)

The first two pilot events of Simply Golden occurred

the week after Easter. The participants' feedback was

overwhelmingly positive. 

 

As part of this partnership, Saguaro has/will receive

$12K in overhead offset grants. Additionally, the

church was outfitted with two new stainless steel

prep tables and other items like new knives and

cutting boards. 

 

This is a perfect example of the types of partnerships

we can anticipate forming in the future. (Continued

PG. 7)

 

The roof was removed from the old kitchen!

Each day there is more and more progress.

The current update places end of

construction towards the end of August. 

A WORD OR TWO OF THANKS

I am incredibly humbled by the outpouring of love

I felt during the death of my Dad. I felt each of your

prayers and am so grateful to serve as one of your

pastors. Thank you for your continued support. 

Much Love to each of Y'all

Kelley



Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) General and Regional
News

CHURCH CAMP!

The AZ Region Church Camp has new dates, a new

camp and new age groups available. Still in Prescott,

the camp is located at Emmanuel Pines from June

16-21, and it is now open to grades 1st to 12th.

INFO: http://azdisciples.org/ministries/youth-

children.

CONTACT: Rev. Jay Deskins

 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

This is an important gathering of the whole church

filled with worship, education and inspiration.

LOCATION: Des Moines, IA from July 20-24

REGISTER: www.ga.disciples.org

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saguaro Infant Care and 
Pre-School

Welcome to May!  We have a lot planned this

month as summer approaches us here at SICP. 

 The units we will be working on are Mother's

Day, Outer Space, Memorial Day, and the Five

Senses.  May is always special to us as we have

graduation.  We say goodbye to our wonderful

Pre-K class as many of them have been with us

since they were babies and toddlers.  We wish

them the best of luck on their new journey

ahead.

 

 

 

 

Sol Food Initiatives 
Simply Golden is a prime example of mutual

partnering. In the future, the Sol Food Initiatives will

help create collaborative programs like one where

the program is the product of the multiple partners

with shared investment. 

 

The goal is not to necessarily create franchises of

nonprofits, though this is certainly a possibility.

Programs like Simply Golden are like a force

multiplier. This was an idea that was unattainable by

any single partner on their own. We needed each

other and we were subsequently able to invest in

each other as part of the process. 

 

Simply Golden was selected for an additional round

of testing. If success continues, it has the opportunity

to be fully funded in 2020.

 

Tucson Community Connections

SUMMER TIME AT SABINO CANYON - 

WHEN:  All Thursdays (9-10 am) in June and July.  

WHO:  Ages 3-7; Siblings are welcome.  All children

must be accompanied by an adult.

The program is FREE.   

 

GOSPEL RESCUE MISSION 

The new Men's Shelter is located in the old

Holidome Hotel on S. Palo Verde just south of the

swap meet area.  It is designed to have everything

available to meet the needs of the residents.  They

will host the homeless and people-at-risk transition

into a way out of desperate situations.  This is a very

needed facility.

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR SICP

We recognize the importance of affordable, loving

child care for parents from all walks of life.  At times

we experience a shortage of staff due to illness,

paperwork that needs to be done or just general

help covering breaks or playing with kids on the

playground.  We are starting a church-wide search

for people who love kids and are passionate about

helping parents in the community.  

 

If you have some time to share with our adorable

kiddos and beautiful SICP please contact 

Susan Keenan at 271-5429.  

Thank you for helping us do God's work.

Susan Keenan, SICP Volunteer Coordinator

Judy Dunn, SICP Liaison to the Board

 

Participants of Simply Golden stand

ready for instruction. The event was

hosted in Saguaro's temporary kitchen. 

Community Notes:




